Ford Hints 
At Quitting 
I Fiery Panel 

JTRep. Harold Ford of Memphis said last 
Sfight he would consider resigning from 
Ble House Select Committee on Assassina- 
^6o ns unless the panel can settle its inter- 
nal difficulties at its next meeting 
^Monday. 

f “If nothing constructive comes out of 
■ that meeting and we’re not going to move 
in the direction we’ve been instructed, 
then I’m ready to step aside, and maybe 
some of the other members would do the 
same,” Ford said. 

Ford called the feud between committee 
chairman Henry Gonzalez (D-Texas) and 
its chief counsel, Richard A. Sprague, “an 
* embarrassments the American public.” 

“We’re not serving the purpose which 
we were constituted for, and I say if we 
can’t work out this personalities issue, we 
may have to Just reconstitute the commit- 
tee and start all over.” 

Ford said he considered the first order 
of business Monday to be resolution of the 
Gonzalez-Sprague conflict. 

“If they can’t wory out their differ- 
ences, then first let’s dismiss the chief 
counsel. Then if the committee members 
can’t get together with the chairman, we 
should go back to the speaker of the 
House and say, ‘OK, let’s start over.’ ” 

Gonzalez attempted last week to fire 



Rep. Harold Ford 


Sprague as chief counsel, but committee 
members, including Ford, unanimously 
signed a petition urging Sprague to ignore 
Gonzalez’ order. 

Ford said his signing of the petition was 
not intended as a vote for or against 
Sprague. Instead, he said, it was to protest 
the attempt by Gonzalez to fire Sprague 
without consulting the committee. 

Ford said he agreed with Gonzalez that 
Sprague was asking for too much money 
to conduct the committee investigations of 
the assassinations of Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. and President Kennedy. 

Ford said he liked working on the com- 
mittee, “but I don’t like this part We’re 
wasting our time. We’ve only got 40 more 
days to report back to the House, and 
what have we got to show?” 

(Additional Story on Page 1) 



